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IT MIGHT G |
STOP ME WANTING
TO KILL YOU RIGHT
ABOUT NOW. THEN VES.
MANY TIMES.
THIS WILL BE A
PIECE OF CAKE!
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THAN WHEN IT ALL BEGAN...



my NAME IS POUGLAS STEWART.

| WAS A MEMBER OF THE FIRST BRITISH
EXPEPITION TO MARS, THE PATRICK MOORE VI.

I'P LIKE TO SAY OUR MISSION WAS TO BOLPLY 60 WHERE NO MAN
HAS 60ONE BEFORE, BUT THAT WOULP BE A LOADP OF RUBBISH.

IT WAS A SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION OF THE REP PLANET AND ITS
NATURAL RESOURCES, WITH THE PRIMARY 60AL OF LOCATING ANP
IPENTIFYING HYPROTHERMAL SYSTEMS THAT ULTIMATELY COULD PROVIPE
THE RIGHT ENVIRONMENTAL CONPITIONS NEEPEP TO SUSTAIN
ROBUST MICROBIAL COMMUNITIES.

PUT SIMPLY... EVERYONE WANTED TO
KNOW IF WE CcOULP LIVE THERE IF PLANET
EARTH WENT POWN THE TOILET.

COUNTLESS CORPORATIONS HELPEP THE GOVERNMENT
FUND THE MISSION. THEY ALL WANTEP TO BE THE ONE
TO BUY THE SPACE, PATENT A PROCESS OR COPYRIGHT
A CHEMICAL. A FEW OF THE CREW, SOME OF THE MOST
PROMISING MINDPS ON THE PLANET, WERE EAGER
TO OBLIGE THE FAT CATS, OTHERS WERE BLINPED
BY THE EXCITEMENT OF SCIENTIFIC PISCOVERY.

MEZ | WAS JUST A PILOT WHO ALWAYS
WANTEDP TO BE AMONGST THE STARS.
WHATEVER OUR INPIVIPUAL MOTIVES WERE, . .

I KNOW ONE THING EOR CERTAIN... .

: ‘. B 1y Licc wouLD HAVE BEEN SO MUCH
. , Bl <impLER IF | HAD BEEN A POSTMAN. .’




my LIFE CHANGEDP ON A ROUTINE
MINERAL EXAMINATION ON
THE PLANET'S SURFACE

ON CLOSER
EXAMINATION
IT SEEMED
TO BE ALIVE.
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UNFORTUNATELY THIS
THEORY PROVEDP TO BE
HORRIFICALLY ACCURATE.
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UNCONSCIOUS ANDP
WEARING OUR LATEST
FING, mY FELLOW
CREW RUSHEDP ME
BACK TO THE SHUTTLE.
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60P BLESS 'EM.

THEY PLACEP ME
ALONE IN
QUARANTINE OF
THE SHIPS MEP-BAY
FOR THE TRIP HOME.
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SEPERATEP FROM THE
— BN —| “6rOUP 1 wAS WITH,
= 5 | ENCOUNTEREP A
e STRANGE PARASITE...
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IT LASHEDP OUT, SMASHING
IT'S WAY INTO MY HELMET ANDP

ATTACHING ITSELF TO MY FACE
LIKE SOMETHING OUT OF
A SCIENCE FICTION MOVIE.
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THE CLICHE WAS NOT LOST ON ME.
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UNEORTUNATELY, AND UNKNOWN /
AT THAT TIME, THEY THEMSELVES
HAD ALSO BEEN INFECTED WITH |-
SOMETHING FAR WORSE FROM
THE RED PLANET'S SURFACE.
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SOMETHING ALIEN,
ANCIENT... ANP EVIL.
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SENTIENT VIRUS.
LAYING PORMANT.
AND WAITING FOR ITS
MOMENT TO ARISE.

AN AIRBORNE,
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WHEN WE RETURNED TO : :
EARTH, | AWOKE TO EIND | oy
MYSELE ON THE WRONG s 7],
END OF SOME SCIENTIFIC | e
PRODPDING, POKING AND | :
TESTING BY THE FINEST | &
SCIENTIEIC MINDS IN Ay . - 0
THE COUNTRY. .

MOMENTARILY STUNNED AND UNTIL THEY
; COULD FIGURE OUT I'm NOT 60ING

THAT SOMEHOW | WASN'T
DEAG | WAS TH 10 WHAT IT WAS AND TO LIE TO YOU.
NG The AR s _ HOW IT WORKEL.. THAT PART SUCKED

REMOVING THE PARASITE
wouLp SURELY KILL ME.
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...l WAS BOING TO HAVE
TO WEAR IT INDEFINITELY, =
HOWEVER, FURTHER LONG STORY SHAME ABOUT
TESTING DISCOVERED SHORT, | HAD THE FACE.
SOMETHING REMARKABLE. SOME'cooL
NEW POWERS.
| HAD UNLIMITED
ENERGY, ENHANCED ,.
STRENGTH AND SPEED.. &L% !
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LY
eres? , [}
PLUS AN AGILITY i
THAT WOULD HAVE [ % N 8
MADE A CAT JEALOUS! 3 ‘% 8




UNFORTUNATELY mY
—) CREWMATES WEREN'T
J BLESSED WITH SIMILAR
- LUCK IN THE HEALTH
PEPARTMENT.
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AS THEY WERE 60ING6 THROUGH
THEIR HEALTH CHECKS, THE VIRLS THEY
HAD BROUGHT BACK WITH THEM TOOK

CONTROL ANP THEY ALL FELL FOUL
TO ITS HORRIFIC CURSE.

VARVAALY AN = |

THEY MUTATED INTO BLOODTHIRSTY
ALIEN SPACE VAMPIRES!

(WELL, THAT'S WHAT | CALL THEM ANYHOW)

LS

. PRIVEN BY A LUST FOR BLOOR,
EABER TO MULTIPLY ANP CONSLME
ALL LIFE ON EARTH, NATURALLY.

THEY ESCAPED FROM THE SCIENTIFIC WARDP THEY
WERE BEING KEPT IN ANDP HEAPEP FOR FREEPOM,
ANP A FRESH NEW PLANET TO INFECT.
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MOST OF THEM ANYWAY.




ONE OF THEM WAS JUST INTENT ON
BEING A MASSIVE PAIN IN MY ARSE.
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AS HARD AS IT
IS TO COMPREHEND
LT. STEWART THAT IS
INPEED THE CASE.

WAIT A THE PARASITE
MINUTE, RUN THAT IS FEEPING
THAT BY ME OFF OF YOU APPEARS
ABAIN POC... TO ACTUALLY BE

FEEPING YOU AT
THE SAME TIME!

YOU'RE TELLING
ME THAT | PON'T
NEED TO EAT OR
PRINK EVER
ABAINZ!

IT'S AN
INCREPIBLE PROCESS
ANP IS KEEPING YOU
ALIVE IN MORE
WAYS THAN WE EVER
THOUGHT POSSIBLE.

PESPITE THE
BENEFICIAL
ASPECTS TO YOUR
PHYSICAL SELF, IT ALSO
SEEMS TO BE A POWER
SOURCE THAT IS
KEEPING YoU
CONSTANTLY
FUELLED

IT'S LIKE A
BIOMETRIC KINETIC
WATCH. AND IT'S
CONSTANTLY REPAIRING
AND REGENERATING,
BOTH IT ANP YOU, ON
THE MOVE AT AN
ALARMING RATE.

THAT'S WHY YOU NEVER
6ET TIREP OR RUN POWN
PURING THE PHYSICAL

TESTS WE TRIED.

THEN
WHY pip
| SLEEP LAST
NIGHTZ

GIVEN THE
CIRCUMSTANCES IT WAS
THE BEST NIGHT'S SLEEP
OF MY ENTIRE LIFE.

ASTOUNPING. YOUR
NEW 'PARTNER' 1S OBVIOUSLY
INTERESTEP IN KEEPING YOLR
VITALS WITHIN BENEFICIAL PARAMETERS.
THE ONLY QUESTION IS WHETHER IT'S
BENEFICIAL TO YOU OR TO IT2

THAT'S SOMETHING
WE NEEP TO MONITOR ANP
CLOSELY, BUT | AMm 6LAP YOU'RE WELL
RESTER. YOU PESIREP A 600D NIGHT'S
SLEEP AND FOR SOME INEXPLICABLE
REASON IT OBLIGEP - EVEN
THOUGH IT PIPN'T
NEEP OR HAVE TO.

| CAN
ONLY ASSUME
BECAUSE YOU WANTEP
TO. TELL ME, HOW
pip you sLeepP?

.h..__.




TO ALARM YOU BUT OUR
RESULTS INPICATE THAT
PESPITE YOU SLEEPING, THE
PARASITE PIPN'T. IT WAS IN THE
SAME STATE THROUBHOUT. | SUGGEST
WE CONPUCT SOME PRELIMINARY
INVESTIGATIONS TO SEE WHETHER
IT SUSPENPS ANY SENSORY
AND NON-MOTOR ACTIVITY

. PURING THIS TIME.

I KNOW IT'S "
UNCOMFORTABLE BUT TH;‘P];:?SH:;J £

WE HAVE TO ESTABLISH
THE FULL EXTENT OF
THIS PARASITES ABILITY
LT. STEWART.
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: w WELL, NOT lﬂ y
WE NEED LOOKING LT, STEWART,

[ TO KNOW WHAT ATTRACTIVE, THAT' WITH THAT 6UMPTION
ELSE IT MAY BE FOR SURE. ITS NOT HARD TO
CAPABLE OF.




NURSE!
N OGET ME SOME
MORPHINE
k IMMEDIATELY! o
o S
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BUT
DOCTOR, THE
ALARM...
N DY)
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JUST CALM
POWN, POUGLAS.
IT'S BOING TO BE

OK. JusT

RELAX. /«’"—%
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A LT. STEWART!

WHAT'S THE
MATTER?Z/

You HAVE TO 6ET OUT
OF HERE POCTOR, Now!




PRAKE, IS
THAT Youz
CHRIST MAN PIP
YOU GET UGLY.

TO BE HONEST FIRNR
i 2y l"l R -1_ l'%
JONATHON DRAKE i ,:‘v’:f*f‘,":,gj
WAS NEVER THE Nd;f" sfag '03 é”“‘“ "
PRETTIEST CAKE IN WL Causs zg i
THE SHOR BUT EVEN w: aN
HE NEVER LOOKED IN QUR PATH AS WE
THIS BAD : { HAVE PONE FOR
: ; MILLENNIA.

WHAT THE
HELL ARE You
TALKING
ABOLTZ

n}/ % f Anflv I'D PUT THE
UNPERSTAND
H?m]::’ you cAN'T? ASTONISHMENT ON
Y HOLD FOR A MOMENT
POC, BECAUSE DRAKE
HERE DOESN'T LOOK
LIKE HE'S HERE TO
pISCUSS LAB

) \ NOTES.
NOT AT ALL. - INCREDIBLE. .
HE MIGHT AS
WELL BE TALKING A\ :
JAPANESE 3
FOR ALL i
| kKNow! [ -
NS A




YQU ARE Faap.
AND WE WILL FEEP.
WE WILL rEAST.
OUR NUMBERS WILL
REPLENISH.

THEN, IN
LEGION, WE WILL SUCK
YOUR BASTARD PLANET
PRY ANP SAVAUR EVERY
PRAP. ¥QU ARE NOTHING
BUT MEAT TG ME ANP ONCE
I PESTRAY YOU AND THIS
HUMAN YOU' VE BONPED
WITH, I WILL LEAD MY
RACE Iy THE GREAT
FEASTING

OUR TIME IN
THE SHADOWS IS AT
AN END. WE SHALL BE
STRANG ONCE MARE.
T FEAST. TQ SPREAD.
TQ PESTRAY...

BOLLOCKS
you wiLL.
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LOOK out
wffs%"'r' #fEAT BEHIND YOU
TOUGH. LT. STEWART/

CRIKEY!
pip YOU SEE THATZ
I JUST TOOK HIS
BLOOPY HEAP
OFF IN ONE 80/

ER.. HAVE
You 60T ANY
ANTI-BACTERIAL
6EL ON YOouz

<
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FROM THAT MOMENT ON,
EVERYTHING CHANGEE. AND FAST.




IT SEEMEPA CLANDESTINE GROUP OF INPIVIPUALS LED BY THE MYSTERIOUS
BETHESPA (SHE'S THE ONE WITH THE KILLER LEGS OBVIOUSLY) HAD BEEN
MONITORING THE ENTIRE SITUATION FROM THE MOMENT IT STARTED!

ALONG WITH STICKING THEIR NOSES IN
AT THE APPROPRAITELY PRAMATIC
MOMENT, THEY CALLEP THEMSELVES

'YENOSPHERE'

A PRIVATELY FUNPED, 60OVERNMENT
APPROVEDP OPERATION AND
UNPOUBTEPLY FULL OF THE MOST
SUSPICIOUS FOLKS ALIVE.

CONSIPERING THE SITUATION AT
THE TIME, | THOUBHT THEY WERE
60ING TO PISSECT ME LIKE A FROG,
BUT THEN BETHESPA PIP SOMETHING
THAT | PIPN'T EXPECT.

SHE OFFEREDP ME A JOB.




THERE'S A LOT OF CRAZY STUFF OUT AMONGST THE STARS, AND | CERTAINLY
PISCOVEREDP THAT SOME OF IT CAN BE PRETTY PEAPLY. LUCKILY XENOSPHERE ARE ALWAYS
WATCHING THE SKIES FOR TROUBLE, SO WHEN THE POOP POES HIT THE FAN AND THINGS
HAVE TO BE PEALT WITH, THEY STEP IN TO HELR THAT OFTEN MEANS OVERT AGGRESSION

ANDP A 600D HARP SLAP IN THE FACE, SO NATURALLY YOU CAN SEE WHERE | FIT IN.

WITH mY NEWFOUNP ABILITIES AND SITUATION, | WAS JUST THE
GUY TO HELP THEM PEAL WITH ANY PESKY ALIEN THREATS, SO THEY
PUT ME TOGETHER WITH A CRACK TEAM OF UNIQUE INPIVIPUALS TO
KEEP THE COUNTRY SAFE FROM BOOBEYMEN FROM OUTER SPACE.

HENDERSON IAILLF

SMOOTH TALKING, GUN-SLINGING
ABENCY MAN OF MYSTERY WHO IS
ALWAYS ONE STEP AHEAP OF EVERYONE
ELSE ANP FOR SOME REASON | TRUST
HIm COMPLETELY. HAS A TASTE FOR
EXPENSIVE SLITS, CHEAP TIES, AND
ALWAYS SMELLS 600P (15 THAT WEIRD
SAYING THATZ) WEARS WHITE 6LOVES,
BUT | HAVE NO IPEA WHY. MAYBE HE'S A
BERMAPHOBE. HE PICKEP THE WRONG
OCCUPATION IF THAT'S THAT CASE.

5GT. CAS5ANDRA PRICE

FORMER BLACK OPS MERCENARY.
NEVER MORE COMFORTABLE THAN
WHEN A GUN IS IN HER HANDS AND
SHE'’S BARKING ORPERS. KNOWS A

BAZILLION WAYS TO KILL A MAN. SHE'S
A NO NONSENSE TACTICIAN, WHICH
POESN'T LEAVE MUCH ROOM FOR A
SENSE OF HUMOUR. IF THAT'S WHAT
BEING A MARRIEP MOTHER OF TWO

POES TO YOu I'm 6LAP I'm NOT ONE.
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| SWEAR THAT | HAP NOTHING
TO PO WITH THE NAME CHOICE.

(ALTHOUGH IT IS RATHER APPROPRIATE
IE YOU THINK ABOUT IT!)

GEORGE MU

USEP TO BE AN AMATELR UFO
EXPERT, UNTIL THE PAY HE ACTUALLY
60T ABPUCTEP BY ALIENS. NORODY
KNOWS WHAT THEY PIf, BUT HE CAME

BACK WITH NO HAIR, SKIN LOOKING
LIKE WATEREP POWN MILK AND A
KILLER SET OF PSYCHIC ABILITIES.

HE POESN'T APPRECIATE JOKES

ABOUT 'PROBING, BUT OTHER
THAN THAT HE'S A TRULY NICE
BLOKE ANP THE CLOSEST THING
I HAVE TO A PROPER PAL.

DR. COCHRAN

XENOSPHERE INSISTEP THAT HE
JOIN THE TEAM AND FACEDP WITH
ENPLESS SCIENTIFIC PISCOVERY
HE JUMPEP AT THE CHANCE.
HE’S THE PERSON WHO KNOWS
THE MOST ABOUT mY CONPITION
SO HAVING HIMm AROLUND IS
PEFINATELLY A BONUS. PLUS,
CHECK OUT THAT 'TACHE!
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WE'VE SAVED THE 40\ %
COUNTRY REPEATEDLY,. e ~
‘ W O
IT STILL HAS VET TO THANK US. |8

-..OR SMALL THE
THREAT MAY BE...
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WHICH | HAVE TO ADMIT
CAN BE DAMN 600D FUN.
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I NOT EVERY ALIEN IS A BAD [N - u g

= ALIEN OF COLURSE. ; \z w ===, i
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§ BUT WHEN SOME WANT TO
START TROUBLE, WE STEP IN.
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WE'VE FACED
DVERSARIES FROm K

ALL OVER THE GALAYY B

n (AND BEYOND) | X0
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PIPN'T WANT TO SKIN ME
ANDP WEAR ME AS A HAT.

f

4‘. | HAVEN'T MET ONE THAT

THEY CAN BE PERSISTENT
LITTLE BUGGERS.




BEFORE ALL OF THAT FUN THOUGH, I HAD
TO PEAL WITH A BUNCH OF BELOOPTHIRSTY
ASTRONAUT SPACE VAMPIRES | USEP TO
CALL FRIENDS, ALONG WITH WHOEVER
ELSE THEY HADP MANAGEPD TO INFECT.

IN A TWISTEP KINP OF
WAY, | GUESS YOU coluLp
SAY | WAS LOOKING
FORWARD TO IT...

HEY PRICE/
WHATS 60T TWO
THUMBS AND IS
AWESOME AT KICKING
ALIEN ARSEZ




HEY THERE LADIES, GENTS AND XENOMOPRHS OF ALL AGES!

THANKS A BLNCH FOR READING THE FIRST EVER ISSUE OF THE RED MASK FROM MARS. IN A
WORLD WHERE THERES S0 MANY AWESOME INDEFENDENT COMIC BOOKS OUT THERE BEING MADE
BY TRULY TALENTED FOLK, YOU CHOSE TO GIVE THIS LITTLE TALE OF A HERD WITH AN ALIEN

STRAPFED T HIS FACE A TRY. YOU GUYS ROCK!

IT’5 BEEN A LONG TIME COMING, FROM WHAT STARTED AS A DOODLE OF AN ALIEN SPACE
VAMPIRE ON THE BACK OF AN ENVELOPE TO THE ROLLOCKING ALIEN SMASHING ORIGIN I3SLIE
YOU’VE JUST READ. THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED THE CREATION OF THIS ISSUE,
AND SPECIAL THANKS GO TO MY PAL AND CO-SCAIFTER DANIEL CHANT FOR ADDING SOME
SCI-FI BABBLE AND BRAINIATION [15 THAT EVEN A WORD?] T0 THE PROCEEDINGS AND

T0 THE MAN-ONLY-KNOWN-RS-LLOYD FOA SOME MUCH APPRECIATED PAOOF-READING

AND EDITING. CHEERS FELLAS!

HOPEFLILLY YOU ENJOYED READING ABOUT THE ORIGIN TALE OF HOW DOUG STEWART BECAME
THE RSS-KICKIN-SMART-TALKING-SLIGHTLY-ON-THE-CRAZY-SIDE HERD HE IS TODAY, AND IF
YOU WANT T0 SEE MORE NASTY CREATLIRES FAOM SPACE GET A GOOD SLAPPING, YOU’RE IN
LUCK. WORK HAS ALAEADY BEGLIN IN EARNEST ON THE FIRST MINI-SERIES, AND WITH A NEW
BATCH OF BEASTIES TO SMASH AND THE GORGEOUS COLOUAS OF MY GOOD CHUM SHAUN DOBIE,

TS GOING TO BE A CAAZY FLIN TIME AND THEN SOME!

50 THANKS AGAIN, BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE AT
AND DOUGS PERSONAL TWITTER ACCOLNT
AND LIF T DATE SHENANIGANS!

LINTIL NEXT TIME, KEEF YOUR EYES ON THE SKIES PEOPLEY

VINCENT HUINT IS AN ILLUSTRATOR, DESIENER, COMC BO0K
ENTHUSIAST, CREATOR OF THE WEBSTAIP "STALKERVILLE
AND GENERAL REPROBATE FROM THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND.
FOR HIS BLOG AND MORE EXAMPLES OF HIS WORK VISIT
WHW_.JESTERDIARLO.BLOGSPOT.COM

FOR MORE GOINGS ON

WM, THEREDMASKF ROMMARS COM






